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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )^l Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 December 2009 . 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)\Z\ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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Claims 11-18 have been withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 
December 28, 2009. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, there is insufficient structure or means set forth to provide the 
interconnection between the seat and frame such that the seat is collapsible to a 
vertical position. 

In line 7, the description of the backrest "which belongs to the ..sitting part", 
is confusing and unclear. 

In line 8, there is no function or purpose attributed to the "spring element". 

In line 9, "swivelling connected" is awkward, and should be changed to 
"pivotally connected" or the like. 

The two "lever arms" should be positively interconnected and located relative 
to one another. 

In claims 3 and 4, the seat separators should be set forth as having 
supporting "legs" rather than "feet", for clarity. 

In claim 5, there is insufficient description of the "arm", in terms of its 
structure, purpose and function. 
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In claim 9, the "readjustment device", has not been sufficiently defined in 
terms of its structure and interconnection to the other elements. 

In claim 10, the "spring element" should be set forth as a "second" spring 
element, for clarity. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-10, so far as definite, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Muin et al. 

Figures 1-5 show structure as claimed, including a plurality of seat 
separators 32, backrests 20 and seats 10, wherein the backrests are inclinable via 
spring 60 and lever arms 55,62, the seats are collapsible to a vertical position via 
spring assembly 61 or "readjustment device". The seat frame includes cross beam 
support 31, and an arm 35 which supports the spring device 60. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Monroe, Morgan, Sherman, Simpson, Colasanti, Schumacher et al, Romca et 
al, Williamson, and Alter show various features of the invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Peter R. Brown whose telephone number is 571- 
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272-6853. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 

/Peter R. Brown/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 

3636 
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